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center point of New Found Haven, where all corruption
spilled from.

A-buzz of energy filled the air, saturating through every ring
of the city as billboards-usually spewing endless streams of
propaganda-switched to the live feed. It was law in New Found
Haven that any person who betrayed the Heart was executed
publicly.

The raised platform where Greyson stood had been con-
structed in the absolute center of the plaza, where the veins of
the city's four main boulevards crossed. The two condemned
rebels knelt, with their hands bound in red cord, and beside
them, in a tight formation, the Veyra enforcers stood in ceremo-
nial red, boots shining, helmets on, their batons held at precise
right angles, with guns strapped to their backs.

Greyson stayed unmoving, his mask covering his face; gloved
hands folded over his militant onyx garb. He looked neither left
nor right, nor at the condemned, only straight ahead-watching,
observing.

The platform was illuminated not just by the Heartk orbital
lamps, but by the harsh blue spotlight of the media drones as

they circled, their lenses feeding every gesture, every tremor of
the rebels to the rest of New Found Haven.

On monitors across the Cardinal and Boundary rings, the
event was broadcast live, in high-definition clarity.

The crowd's attention was absolute. The masked elite looked
up toward the rebels, like deadly flowers soaking in a poisonous
sun, and waited for the carnage to begin.

Greyson let the silence ferment.
He waited until he felt the nervous pulse of the crowd sync

with his own breathing, until the two on their knees began to
twitch from the weight of attention. Only then did he step for-
ward, moving his arms behind his back as the thud of his boots
echoed against the marble dais.

He did not read from the script; he didnt need to.
His father had beaten the lines into him.
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His attention turned to the man and woman kneeling
before him.

"Do you understand?" he asked, his voice dropping a decibel.
The woman nodded, tongue darting between chapped lips,

eyes not on Greyson but locked somewhere in the far distance.
The man spat onto the platform, barely missing Greyson's

boots. "|ust get it over with, Veyra scuml'
Greyson admired him. Admired that even when there was no

hope left, when most would begin to beg for their lives, he stayed

true to what he believed, and accepted his fate. For a moment,
Greyson wondered, if he were ever to be in the rebelt position,
would he show the same resolve?

He turned to the woman. "'What would you prefer?"
Her voice was so quiet, it barely registered to his ears, but the

drones caught it. \fith only a second delay, it echoed harsh and
loud over the monitors. "Bulletl'

The Veyra captain standing to Greyson's left made note of her
answer on a datapad.

Greyson looked back to the man, waiting for his answer.
"Go fuck yourselfj'he growled.
Greyson's hand was already pulling his gun from the holster

strapped over his shoulders as the last syllable fell from the man's

lips. He didnt look at the rebel man; instead, he looked at the
crowd. He found the mask of his mother, three rows back, per-
fectly composed. He saw the blur of his sister moving away from
the platform, almost indiscernible behind the anonymity of her
own mask.

He looked into the infinite eyes of the Veyra, the drone hov-
ering in front of him at eye level as he aimed his gun at the base

of the man's skull, and watched as he tensed, jaw set.

He did not beg as he took his last breath.
"Notedj' Greyson said, and pulled the trigger.
The shot was dull in the open air, more a mechanical pop than

a thunderclap, but the effect was immediate. The man's head
jerked forward, spattering the white marble platform and the
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He turned, not taking another look at the dead rebels, and
descended the marble steps now dripping rvith crimson, The

Vevra soldiers closed ranks behind him, a red ripple of authority
as iaborers began to remove the bodies and sterilize the platform.
Above, the drones continued to hover, recording everv angle.

Greyson could f'eel it-the eyes on him, analyzing every step

he took away from the platfbrm, He should've felt something,
should've felt guilt or shame. But in that deep pit of his stomach,

Greyson only felt cold.
He rode the elevator to tlie seventy-eighth floor: of Serei

Tower, alone.
The elevator car was iined with smart-giass, which mirrored

his mask back at him from every angie, each reflection rendered
in l'iarsher contrast by the surgical white light. It r,vasn't the t'acr:

of a man, trut the emhlem of a systern-a system that had wor:ked

fcir five generations to keep tl-re city irom eating itself alive.

The glass registered his biometrics and glided to a halt with a
sigh, The elevator door swept open, only for a second door to
appear, I{e inserted his key into the lock, twistirrg then pushing
the door cpen. For once, ttre roorns beyond the door gave him
what he needed-sl' lence.

His apartment was the largest unit in Serel Tou,er-ouLside of
the penthouse his paren'rs resided in, which consumed lhe top
three ievels--hut he felt like it rvas shrinking in on itseif. Anycne
u,r tild be lucky to have it, and he l<new 'rhat. Those trom tire
ISouridarl, and eveu ihe Cardinal ryould kiil to spend just a^ hotir
in rhe lilxury it provided, -would comrnit u;rspeai<rrbie c:rinlr:s iu:r'r

for tl-lc. opportu-nity tc sho'wer there and tiask in lhe amenities as

rf it r,,'ere heaven, But for Greyson, it felt lilte a prison.
The execui:ion haur:te d hini, ellhc,ing in his ears iii<e a phani-om

taunt. -[he feebie pop of the first shr:t. the desperate lr,av che

screarned for r]-,erc,r,, ihe lvay he'd hesit.ateci, tire rv*v slre'rl. l;tgqeli..
'The punishi-nelrt wonicl cc;r.: :oon; his iather's r,vriath ,r'culd

bc rvaiting lo grett hun. "lv{ercy is weaknesE, dit'ty'. Weal;ness is

tlte ercd of ai,i titingt" "lhe iesson returnecl, rnore thai"i a rvhisper
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compulsive neatness. He went to the far end of the large walk-in
closet where the polished wooden floor met the baseboard, and
knelt. The floor panel lifted at his touch, revealing a deep com-
partment lined with insulation and anti-scan mesh.

He reached his hand in and pulled out a large duffel bag, set-

ting it beside him as he put the wooden panel back in place, and
leaned against the wall. His fingers wrapped around the handle

of the bag, pulling it toward him as he unzipped it. The contents
spilled onto the floor in front of him, and he sat down and began
his inventory for the next scheduled drop.

Fifteen vials of antibiotics, five of narcotics, ten ampoules of
enzyme suppressant for children, a thousand credits worth of
meal stamps, and rolls of bandaging tape. He split the items
equally, packing everything tight into five separate black padded
pouches, checking the seals, then slipping them into the bottom
compartment of his duffel bag.

He sat there on the floor in the dim light for a long while, his
mind running through the plans.

Hed go to the maintenance levels while the Heart slept and
security was at its weakest, sneak into the garages, and strap the
items to the bottom of the Veyra patrol vehicles. The vehicles
were weighed upon entry and exit of each of the three rings, so

they had to be light. Light enough that the guards at the check-
points wouldnt notice the loss of a few extra ounces between
rings.

First, they'd stop at the industrial plants in the Cardinal
ring and make their rounds to ensure all chemicals were flowing
downstream toward the Boundary. \iflhile rounds were being
completed, the rebels in the Cardinal would retrieve the first two
packages.

Next, they would go to the Boundary.
The Veyra didnt leave their vehicles there-it was too danger-

ous even for the militia. The Daggermouths owned the
Boundary, and they did not take kindly to the Veyra coming into
their ring.
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